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Works of Art Every Teacher of English Should Know 

This list contains a small selection of the most popular or most famous art works created by English-
speaking artists or exhibited in Britain and the US. I have chosen works people might refer or allude 
to. It is by no means complete – so, if you know an object that is culturally relevant but not included, 
you’re very welcome to make a suggestion. Be inspired! 
 

 
100 Cans of Campbell’s Soup painting Warhol, Andy  

 
Abraham Lincoln (Lincoln Memorial) sculpture Chester, Daniel 

 
Adoration of Captain Shit and the Legend of the 

Black Star Part Two 

Painting Ofili, Chris  

 
Allie Mae Burroughs photography Evans, Walker 

 
American Gothic painting Wood, Grant  

 
An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump painting Wright of Derby, 

Joseph 

 
Angel of the North sculpture Gormley, Antony 

 
Anteros (Piccadilly Square) sculpture Gilbert, Alfred 

 
Arrangement in Grey and Black (= “Whistler’s 

Mother”) 

painting Whistler, James 

McNeill 

 
Aurora Borealis painting Church, Frederick 

Edwin 

 
B of the Bang, The sculpture Heatherwick, Thomas 

 
Bigger Splash, A painting Hockney, David  

 
Blind Girl, The painting Millais, John Everett 

 
Blue Boy, The painting Gainsborough, Thomas 

 
Bride Stripped Bare By her Bachelors, Even, The glass painting Duchamp, Marcel 

 
Broadway Boogie-Woogie painting Mondriaan, Piet 

 
Bubbles Painting Millais, Everett 

 
Cannon Rock painting Homer, Winslow 

 
Charles I. of England painting van Dyck, Anthony 

 
Chinese Girl, the painting Tretchikoff, Vladimir 

 
Christ in Majesty sculpture Epstein, Jacob 

 
Christ in the House of His Parents painting Millais, John Everett 

 
Christ Preaching at Cookham Regatta painting Spencer, Stanley 

 
Christina’s World painting Wyeth, Andrew 

 
Combine painting Rauschenberg, Robert 

 
Cook’s Landing on the New Hebrides painting Hodges, William 

 
David at the Table painting John, Augustus 
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 
Daydream, The painting Rossetti, Dante Gabriel 

 
Death of General Wolfe painting West, Benjamin 

 
Declaration of Independence, The painting Trumbull, John 

 
Derby Day, The painting Frith, William 

 
Early Sunday Morning painting Hopper, Edward 

 
Elegies to the Spanish Republic painting Motherwell, Robert  

 
Elegy to the Spanish Repuplic painting Motherwell, Robert 

 
English Dance of Death, The series of 

paintings 

Rowlandson, Thomas 

 
Everyone I Ever Slept With Installation Emin, Tracey 

 
Fighting Téméraire, The painting Turner, James Mallard 

William 

 
Flag painting Johns, Jasper 

 
Flatford Mill, The painting Constable, John 

 
Fountain objet trouvé Duchamp, Marcel 

 
Full Fathom Five action painting Pollock, Jackson 

 
George Washington painting Stuart, Gilbert 

 
Gin Lane etching Hogarth, William 

 
Gulf Stream, The painting Homer, Winslow 

 
Hampton Court, decorations wood carvings Gibbons, Grinling 

 
Hay Wain, The painting Constable, John  

 
Horse Attacked By a Lion painting Stubbs, George 

 
Horse in Motion, The print Muybridge, Eadward  

 
Jolly Flatboatman, The painting Bingham, George 

Caleb 

 
Just What It Is That Makes Today’s Homes So 

Different, So Appealing? 

collage Hamilton, Richard 

 
Last of England, The painting Brown, Ford Madox 

 
Laughing Cavalier, The painting Hals, Frans 

 
Liberty Enlightening the World sculpture Bartholdi, Frédéric 

Auguste 

 
Light of the World, The painting Hunt, William Holman 

 
Marilyn Diptych painting Warhol, Andy 

 
Marriage à la Mode series of 

paintings 

Hogarth, William 

 
Monarch of the Glen, The painting Landseer, Edwin 

 
Mount Rushmore monumental 

sculpture 
Borglum, Gutzon 
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 
Mr and Mrs Clark and Percy painting Hockney, David 

 
Mr and Mrs William Hallett (The Morning Walk) painting Gainsborough, Thomas 

 
My Bed Installation Emin, Tracey 

 
Nelson’s Column sculpture Baily, E. H. 

 
Newton painting Blake, William 

 
Nighthawks painting Hopper, Edward 

 
Nightmare, The painting Füssli, Johann Heinrich 

 
Nocturne in Black and Gold: The Falling Rocket painting Whistler, James 

McNeill 

 
Nude Descending A Staircase, No. 2 painting Duchamp, Marcel 

 
Ophelia painting Millais, John Everett 

 
Oriental Poppies painting O’Keefe, Georgia 

 
Peacable Kingdom painting Hicks, Edward 

 
Portrait of Henry VIII painting Holbein, Hans 

 
Problem We All Live With, The painting Rockwell, Norman 

 
Rain, Steam and Speed painting Turner, James Mallard 

William 

 
Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima photography Rosenthal, Joe 

 
Rake’s Progress, The etching Hogarth, William 

 
Ram's Head White Hollyhock and Little Hills painting O’Keefe, Georgia 

 
Reverend John Atwood and His Family painting Darby, Henry F. 

 
Reverend Robert Walker Skating on 
Duddingston Loch 

painting Raeburn, Henry 

 
Rokeby Venus, The painting Velázquez, Diego  

 
Scapegoat, The painting Hunt, William 

 
Screaming Popes, The series of 

paintings 

Bacon, Francis 

 
Self Portrait Painting John, Gwen 

 
Setting Off: Huntsman And Hounds painting Munnings, Alfred 

 
Singing Butler, The painting Vettriano, Jack 

 
Sir Isaac Newton painting Kneller, Godfrey 

 
Sir Walter Raleigh painting Hillard, Nicholas 

 
Stag at Sharkeys painting Bellows, George 

 
Stations of the Cross bas-relief Gill, Eric 

 
Tetons and the Snake River, The photography Adams, Ansel 

 
The Rocky Mountains,  
Lander's Peak 

painting Bierstadt, Albert 
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 
Thomas Jefferson (Jefferson Memorial) sculpture Evans, Rudulph 

 
View from Mount Holyoke, Northampton, 
Massachusetts (The Oxbow)  

painting Cole, Thomas 

 
Washington Crossing the Delaware painting Leutze, Emanuel 

Gottlieb 

 
Washington Sea Eagle painting Audubon, John J. 

 
Watson and the Shark painting Copley, John Singleton 

 
We Are Making a New World painting Nash, Paul 

 
We Two Boys Together Clinging painting Hockney, David 

 
Whaam! painting Lichtenstein, Roy 

 
Woman Bathing painting Cassatt, Mary  

 
Woman I-V series of 

paintings 

De Kooning, Willem 

 
Work painting Brown, Ford Madox 

 


